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for horder control in 2018, 2019

PHILIPSBURG--Border control
in St. Maarten for this year and
next year is expected to cost a
combined estimated total of NAf.
16.4 million.

Justice Minister Cornelius de
Weever provided this information
to Members of Parliament (MPs)
on Friday during the continuation
of a meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of Parliament on border
control in St. Maarten.

The question asked was: how
much has the Netherlands in-
vested in strengthening border
control and how much it will cost
St. Maarten?

De Weever said the 2018 pro-
jection for border control will
be close to NAf. 7.7 million, in-
cluding NAf. 3.3 million for the
Coast Guard, NAf. 709,000 for
the Netherlands Customs, NAf.
910,000 for the St. Maarten Cus-

toms and NAf. 2.7 million for the
Police Force.

The estimated projected cost for
2019 is NAf. 8.7 million, includ-
ing NAf. 1.3 million for the Coast
Guard, NAf. 1.2 for the Neth-
erlands Customs; NAf. 755,000
for the St. Maarten customs and
NAf. 5.2 million for the Police
Force.

During the meeting, De Weever
responded to a number of ques-
tions posed by MPs in the start of
the meeting on August 31.

In giving an update on the Func-
tion Book for Justice Ministry
staffers, he said the consultancy
firm that had prepared the func-
tion books prior to September
10, 2010, when St. Maarten be-
came a country within the Dutch
Kingdom, has been engaged to
resubmit the function book for
Continued on page 7

Minister says there has been rise
in deportations of Venezuelans

PHILIPSBURG--Justice =~ Min-
ister Cornelius de Weever told
Members of Parliament (MPs)
on Friday that there has been an
increase in the deportations of
Venezuelans recently.

He was responding at the time
to a question from an MP on
the matter. The minister did not
provide specific information on
the deportations of Venezuelans
or other nationalities for 2017 or
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SPECIALISTS
START OCT. 1

Thirteen ear, nose and throat special-
ists will start operating at St. Maarten
Medical Center as of October 1, on a
rotational basis. Page 3

©® Florida

THIEF'S WIFE
MURDERED

A British man murdered his wife and
sank their catamaran off the coast of
Cuba to end his “marital strife” and in-
herit her estate. Page 3

® Philipsburg

ONLINE
SYSTEM

The public can now book appointments
for passports, identification cards, driv-
ers’ licences and other services online
thanks to an online system the Pub-
lic Service Centre Department and
the Civil Registry Department have
launched. Page 4

thus far for 2018. However, he
provided MPs with general statis-
tics of overall deportations of all
nationalities from 2012 to 2016,
in writing.

The statistics show that depor-
tations plummeted significantly
from 2012 to 2016. There were
110 deportations in 2012, 175 in
2013, 201 in 2014, 390 in 2015 and
58 in 2016.

In 2012, 12 persons were deport-
ed in January, 13 in February, 8
in March, 7 in April, 4 in May, 8
in June, 10 in July, 9 in August,
11 in September, 13 in October,

Continued on page 9
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Naomi Jankee, Habeebullaah Mohammed, Zacquel Phipps, Vishwadeo Persaud, Tania Narine, Sydney Wil-

liams, Ryana Anthony and Chadalina Edwards. Not in photo is Chetan Laungani.

Academy students shine in CSEC exams,

surpass regional average in mathematics

CUL DE SAC--St.

Maarten
Academy students performed
well in the May/June Caribbean
Secondary Education Certificate
(CSEC) examinations and the
school’s mathematics average
tops regional averages as well as
those of other Caribbean islands.

All of the 83 candidates who
sat the regional examinations
offered by the Caribbean Ex-
amination Council (CXC) se-
cured what Academy refers to as
“school passes,” while 98 per cent
achieved “college passes,” a six
per cent increase over the previ-
ous year.

Among the top performers were
Chetan Laungani and Naomi Jan-
kee, both of whom secured passes
in 13 subjects, and Habeebullaah
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Mohammed, Zacquel Phipps,
Vishwadeo Persaud, Tania Nar-
ine, and Sydney Williams, all of
whom passed 12 subjects. Ryana
Anthony and Chadalina Edwards
also successfully passed all 11
subjects at one sitting.

Laungani, who wrote 13 sub-
jects, attained Grade I passes
in 11 CSEC subjects, seven with
straight A’ profiles. He secured
these top passes in Additional
Mathematics, Biology, Chemis-
try, Electronic Document Prepa-
ration and Management, English
A, Human and Social Biology,
Information Technology, Math-
ematics, Physics, Social Studies,
and Spanish. He earned an A in
Cambridge Dutch, and a Grade
II in Caribbean Advanced Pro-
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ficiency Examination (CAPE)
Communication Studies.

Jankee, who also wrote 13 sub-
jects, secured nine CSEC Grade
I passes, one Grade II pass, one
Grade III pass, a Grade I in CAPE
Communication Studies, and a B
in Cambridge Dutch. She obtained
Grade I passes in Biology, Chemis-
try, English A, Human and Social
Biology, Information Technology,
Mathematics, Physical Education
and Sport, Physics and Social Stud-
ies, a Grade II in Spanish, and a
Grade IIT in Visual Arts.

Continued on page 8
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Mohammed, who wrote
12 subjects, secured nine
Grade I passes, and one
Grade II pass at CSEC, a
Grade II in CAPE Com-

munication Studies, and
an A in Dutch. His Grade
I passes were in Addition-
al Mathematics, Biology,
Chemistry, Human and So-
cial Biology, Information
Technology, = Mathemat-
ics, Physics, Social Studies
and Spanish. He copped a
Grade II in English A, an
A in Cambridge Dutch and
Grade Il in CAPE Commu-
nication Studies.

Phipps wrote 12 subjects
and secured seven Grade
I passes and three Grade
II passes at CSEC, an A
in Dutch and Grade II in
CAPE Communication
Studies. His Grade I passes
include English A, French,
Information  Technology,
Mathematics, Physics, So-
cial Studies and Theatre
Arts, which he pursued
under the instruction of
Arlene Halley of National
Institute of the Arts (NIA).
He earned Grade II passes
in Biology, Chemistry and
Human and Social Biology.

Persaud secured six Grade
I passes and four Grade
II passes for a total of 10
CSEC subjects. His Grade
I passes were in English A,
Human and Social Biology,
Information  Technology,
Mathematics, Physics, and
Spanish. He earned Grade
II passes in English B (Lit-
erature), Biology, Chem-
istry and Social Studies.
He obtained a Grade III
in Communication Studies
and a B in Dutch.

Narine, who wrote 11
CSEC subjects, obtained

five Grade I passes in Eng-
lish A, English B, Math-
ematics, Information Tech-
nology, and Physics; Grade
II passes in Biology, Social
Studies, Spanish, and Hu-
man and Social Biology, a

Grade III in Chemistry, and
C in Dutch. Noteworthy was
her performance in Com-
munication Studies. Narine,
one of 13 Form 5 students
to sit this examination along
with the Year 1 CAPE stu-
dents, topped the school’s
merit list in the subject.

Anthony secured four of
her five Grade 1 passes with
straight A profiles in Elec-
tronic Document Prepara-
tion and Management, Eng-
lish A, Information Tech-
nology, and Principles of
Business. Her fifth Grade 1
was in Human and Social Bi-
ology, while her four Grade
2 passes were in Integrated
Science, Mathematics, So-
cial Studies and Spanish.
Anthony, a business major,
rounded off her 10 CSEC
subjects with a Grade 3 pass
in Principles of Accounts.
She also earned a B Grade
for Cambridge Dutch.

Edwards wrote 10 subjects
at CSEC and secured five
Grade ones in Human and
Social Biology, Informa-
tion Technology, Principles
of Accounts, Principles of
Business, and Social Stud-
ies. Her Grade 2 passes
were obtained in Electronic
Document Preparation and
Management, English A,
Integrated Science, Math-
ematics, and Spanish. Her
Dutch grade isa C.

Williams secured CSEC
Grade I passes in English A,
Mathematics, Human and
Social Biology, and Physical
Education and Sports. He
obtained Grade II passes
in Information Technology,
Spanish, Biology, Chemis-
try, Physics and Social Stud-
ies, a C in Dutch and Grade
IIT in Communication Stud-
ies.

Of the 23 subjects St.
Maarten Academy offers
at the CSEC level, all stu-
dents must write at least
eight compulsory subjects,
as well as the Cambridge
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Dutch. For the first time this
year, Physical Education
and Electronic Document
Preparation and Manage-
ment were offered by the
school, and both subjects at-
tained 100 per cent passes.
Other subjects with 100 per
cent passes were Additional
Mathematics,  Caribbean
History, English B (Litera-
ture), Human and Social
Biology, Principles of Busi-
ness, and Theatre Arts.

Among the top performing
departments offering com-
pulsory subjects to all can-
didates were Mathematics,
which continues to attain
passes above the regional
average, and Information
Technology. Both subjects
secured 100 per cent passes.
The Department of Math-
ematics, headed by Alber-
ick Arrendell, secured 31
Grade 1 passes, 26 Grade

two passes, 20 Grade 3
passes, and only six Grade
4 passes.

This means that 69 per cent
of the students who wrote
Mathematics earned Grades
1 and 2, and a total of 93 per
cent passed with Grades 1
to 3, well above the regional
pass rate of 48 per cent. Ar-
rendell’s department also
secured a 100-per-cent pass
rate in Additional Math-
ematics, taught by Olatunde
Dalrymple. A comparison
can be drawn with countries
such as Grenada (39 per
cent), Guyana (43 per cent),
and Jamaica (50 per cent),
where students continue to
struggle in Mathematics.

The Department of Infor-
mation Technology, under
the leadership of Julian
Mason, also secured a 100
per cent pass rate with 19
Grade ones and 48 Grade
twos (81 per cent), as well as
15 Grade threes. Only one
student received a Grade 4.

Other subject areas that
produced outstanding re-
sults include Social Studies
(100 per cent school passes
and 99 per cent college
passes), English A (100 per
cent school passes and 97
per cent college passes),
Physics (100 per cent school
passes and 95 per cent col-
lege passes), Biology (100
per cent school passes and
91 per cent college passes),
Economics (100 per cent
school passes and 89 per
cent college passes), Chem-
istry (100 per cent school
passes and 87 per cent col-
lege passes), and Visual
Arts (100 per cent school
passes and 80 per cent col-
lege passes).

Students scoring Grades
I-IIT in five subjects are
deemed to have met the

matriculation requirements
into most colleges and uni-
versities in the Caribbean
and farther afield. Grade I
at the regional CXC exami-
nation is the highest acco-
lade.

There were 738 subject
entries in 2018, compris-
ing 83 fifth-formers and 3
fourth-formers. A total of
133 (18 per cent) Grade I
passes were recorded, a one
per cent increase from 2017;
291 Grade II (40 per cent),
a nine per cent increase
from last year; 211 (29 per
cent) Grade III, a decline
of five per cent; and 77 (11
per cent) Grade IV passes,
down four per cent from last
year.

Academy said in a press
release that “the phenom-
enal” performance record-
ed in the May/June 2018
CSEC examinations was the
end-result of the concerted
effort of students, support
of parents and hardwork-
ing, self-sacrificing teachers,
who remained focused and
dedicated to their craft de-
spite devastating personal

losses caused by Hurricane
Irma.

Principal Tallulah Baly-
Vanterpool told teachers at
the presentation of results
last Friday: “We have some
of the most dedicated teach-
ers. Some built bridges, and
took a ladder to cross over
and climb higher to meet
their goals.”

She lauded the radical teach-
ers who sneaked onto the
academic campus, currently
under construction, to meet
with students before school.
With the shift system and
school starting at 12:30pm
since January, many teach-
ers at Academy sought ways
to meet their students before
school started, to complete
their syllabus. Others held
classes on weekends.

“Their resilience and com-
mitment under the most ar-
duous circumstances played
as significant a role to their
students’ success as did their
knowledge and presentation
of content,” said Baly-Van-
terpool.

As espoused by the
school’s motto, St. Maarten

Continued from page 1.

Academy seeks to provide
students with opportunities
to not only learn, but also to
excel and achieve.

It was against this backdrop
that head of the English De-
partment Doreen Edwards
spearheaded an initiative
that allowed 13 of the can-
didates who had secured
Grade I passes in English A
while in the pre-examination
class to pursue CAPE Com-
munication Studies in May/
June, while simultaneously
writing their CSEC exami-
nations. Not only were all
13 candidates successful, but
six of them also managed to
rank on the school’s merit
list in the subject area.

The Foundation for Aca-
demic and Vocational Edu-
cation (FAVE) board, un-
der which the school falls,
congratulated students,
their parents, teachers and
the management team for
proving in a year rife with
setbacks that with resil-
ience, laser-focus and com-
mitment there is always a
comeback.

Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort (photo courtesy of Caribbean Journal).

First carbon-nevtral
resort in Caribbean

ARUBA--One of the re-
gion’s greenest hotels just
took things to another level.
The Bucuti & Tara Beach
Resort in Aruba has be-
come the first in the Carib-
bean to achieve total carbon
neutrality.

To be certified as carbon-
neutral, recognised as a crit-
ical element in the resort’s
comprehensive sustainabili-
ty programme, it follows the
CarbonNeutral Protocol.

“Bucuti & Tara Beach Re-
sort has set the benchmark
high with its sustainability
programme and we’re de-
lighted that CarbonNeutral
certification has been added
to its achievements, dem-
onstrating the commitment
to net zero emissions that
leading businesses through-
out the world are achiev-
ing,” said Saskia Feast, Vice
President Western Region,

Natural Capital Partners.
Providing a net zero carbon
emissions experience means
Bucuti’s guests leave no car-
bon footprint. The resort
says its mission is to achieve
lasting results for both its
guests and conservation.
Over the years, the resort’s
Green Team, with full own-
er support and substantial
investment, accomplished
extensive emission reduc-
tions within its operation.
Through its broad Carbon-
Neutral initiatives, Bucuti
& Tara reduced its carbon
emissions to the maximum
possible level within the re-
sort. The small remaining
gap is offset with carbon
credits through its local Va-
der Piet wind farm.

Bucuti’s green initiatives
range from gifting every
guest with a reusable can-
teen — something that has

kept more than 290,000
single-use  plastic ~ water
bottles from ending up in
Aruba’s landfill - to a focus
on healthier portion sizes to
limit food waste.

It’s all thanks to the de-
cades-long efforts of Bucuti
& Tara owner and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
Ewald Biemans.

“Our guests have chosen
Aruba for our naturally
beautiful beaches, stunning
turquoise waters and the
happy, healthy island com-
munity. We must protect
and preserve our environ-
ment on a meaningful level
to deliver this experience in
the future,” says Biemans.
“I believe the hard work,
passion and dedication of
our sustainability team to
achieve carbon neutrality
will inspire others to con-
sider similar action.”



